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Many  Sides  of  Kensington  Place 


Is  This  The  Best  Building  For 
Chinatown  and  the  Midtown 
Cultural  District?  You  Decide. 

By  Adam  Smith 

The  images  are  tempting.  Small  trees 
line  a  courtyard.  A  glass  canopy  over 
Boylston  Square  alley  protects  pedestrians 
from  the  harsh  New  England  weather.  A 
new,  towering  apartment  complex 
replaces  a  messy-looking  lot  full  of  old 
brick  buildings. 

And  on  top  of  all  that,  one  of  the 
Combat  Zone's  remaining  nude  dancing 
clubs  disappears,  as  does  a  cigar  shop  that 
specializes  in  adult  videos  and  magazines, 
making  way  for  a  modem  structure. 

The  corner  of  La  Grange  and 
Washington  Streets  surely  hasn't  looked 
this  good  in  a  long,  long  time. 

Then  the  developer's  slide  show  of 
sketches  and  computerized  renderings 
ends,  and  it  becomes  obvious  that  things 
really  aren't  so  simple. 

(CONTINUED  PAGE  3) 


Artist's  sketch  of  Kensington  Place;  provided  by  the  Architectural  Team 


BSO  Starts  Chinatown  Community  Partnership 

By  Adam  Smith 

During  a  her  talk  about  violin  playing, 
the  Chinese-born  musician  Xin  Ding  took 
a  question  from  a  mother  in  an  audience 
of  about  30  Chinatown  residents. 

"When  you  were  little  and  your  mom 
would  watch  over  you  while  you  were 
practicing  the  violin,  did  you  hate  her?" 
asked  the  mother  as  her  child  listened 
carefully. 

"Honestly,  1  did,"  said  Ding.  But  now 
that  she  is  working  as  a  violinist  for  the 
world-renowned  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra,  Ding  said,  she  appreciates  what 
her  mother  did. 

Ding's  audience,  a  group  of  families 
who  belong  to  the  Wang  YMCA,  St.  James 
Church  on  Harrison  Ave.  and  the  Quincy 
School,  asked  the  musician  how  she  got 
started  playing  the  violin,  how  to  practice 
best,  how  she  finds  creative  expression 
through  playing  and,  of  course,  about  her 
childhood  and  relationship  to  her  "tough" 
violinist  mom. 

(Ding  now  realizes  that  her  four-hours- 
(CONTINUED  PAGE  2) 


Boston  Symphony  Orchestra  Violinist  Xin  Ding  performing  for  Chinatown  residents 
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Community  Note 

Morning  Calm  Book  Reading 

The  Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop  is  co-sponsoring  a  book  read¬ 
ing  for  "After  the  Morning  Calm: 
Reflections  of  Korean  Adoptees  An 
anthology  by  international  Korean 
Adoptees"  on  Nov.  23, 1-4  p.m.  at  Tufts 
in  Medford. 

Discussing  the  book,  which  is  a  col¬ 
lections  of  stories  by  Korecm  adoptees, 
will  be  the  work's  editors  Dr.  Sook 
Wilkinson  and 
Nancy  Fox, 
and  reading 
from  the  book 
will  be  its  con¬ 
tributors,  Mi 
Ok  Song 
Bruining, 

Chris  Regan, 

Eileen 
Thompson- 
Isaacs,  and 
Nikos  Raleigh. 

"After  the 
Morning 
Cabn"  is  a  col¬ 
lection  of  stories  and  poems  by  26 
adopted  Koreans.  The  ages  of  the  writ¬ 
ers  range  from  18  to  66.  Most  of  the 
Korean  adoptees  were  raised  in 
America.  Two  grew  up  in  Europe. 

"These  voices  tell  their  individual  sto¬ 
ries  in  prose  and  verse,  offering  person¬ 
al  insights  into  the  issues  of  being  trans- 
racial  adoptees,  of  going  through  the 
pains  of  adoption  and  coming  to  terms 
with  one's  identity,  being  accepted  and 
succeeding  in  the  larger  community  and 
givihg  back,  and  finally  finding  his  or 
her  own  place  in  the  world,"  according 
to  the  books  Web  site. 

The  eventAvill  be  at  Pearson  Hall 
104,  with  a  reception  in  the  South  Hall 
Lounge.  The  event  is  sponsored  by 
Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop,.  Asian  Sisters  In  Action, 
Boston  Korean  Adoptees  (BKA),  and 
Tufts  Korean  Students  Association 
(KSA)  Big  Brothers/ Big  Sisters 
Association. 

Call  (617)  426-5313 


BSO  AND  CHINATOWN 

FROM  COVER 

a-day  of  practice  did  in  fact  pay  off.) 

After  last  Saturday  morning's  talk  fin¬ 
ished,  the  group  walked  upstairs  to 
Symphony  Hall  for  a  BSO  family  concert, 
in  which  Ding  and  other  BSO  musicians 
performed  works  by  Holst,  Mozart, 
Charles  Ives  and  other  greats. 

Designed  for  families,  the  concert  fea¬ 
tured  conductor  Christopher  Wilkins  who 
between  each  performance  would  walk 
among  the  audience  and  talk  about  the 
composers  and  ask  kids  questions. 

"What  do  you  know  about  Mozart?" 
Wilkins  asked  a  child  who  was  happy  to 
take  the  question. 

"At  age  four  he  taught  himself  the  vio¬ 
lin  in  10  minutes,"  was  the  response. 

Giggles  followed. 

The  $18  family  concert  and  talk  by 
Ding  were  free  for  Chinatown  residents 
because  of  the  BSO's  recent  effort  to  invite 
families  of  the  neighborhood  to  come  out 
to  Symphony  Hall,  said  Leslie  Wu  Foley, 
the  BSO's  Associate  Director  of  Education 
and  Community  Programs. 

This  season,  said  Wu  Foley,  the  BSO  is 
starting  a  "Chinatown  partnership." 

"The  idea  is  that  we  want  the  commu¬ 
nity  to  feel  more  comfortable  with  the 
BSO,"  she  said. 

For  the  past  15  years  the  BSO  has  been 
working  with  other  communities  by  pro¬ 
viding  free  tickets  to  concerts,  inviting 
families  to  Tanglewood  concerts  for  free, 
bringing  concerts  to  the  communities  and 
hosting  music  talks  and  performances. 

Other  areas  in  which  the  BSO  has  com¬ 
munity  partnerships  are  Roxbury, 

Chelsea,  Peabody,  Lawrence,  Lynn,  and 
Worcester. 

"The  Chinatown  partnership  came 
about  because  it  was  time,"  said  Wu 
Foley. 

She  said  that  goal  of  the  partnership  is 
to  build  music  appreciation. 

Funding  for  the  concerts  mostly  comes 
from  grants  from  foundations. 

So  far  only  a  handful  of  Chinatown 
groups  are  involved  in  the  partnership  - 
the  Quincy  School,  the  Wang  YMCA  and 
St.  James  Church. 

According  to  Wu  Foley,  other  groups 


who  are  interested  should  contact  the  BSO 
for  a  possible  partnership. 

"It  really  becomes  a  dialog.  We  hope 
our  partners  in  Chinatown  are  comfort¬ 
able  coming  to  us  whenever  they  think 
that  we  can  be  supportive  of  their  efforts," 


she  said. 

Other  upcoming  concerts  include  a 
March  9  Chamber  Music  Concert  at  St. 
James  Church  at  3  p.m.  and  a  BSO  family 
concert  on  May  3  at  10  a.m. 


Top:  Xin  Ding  ttilks  and  discusses  violin  playing  to  Chinatown  residents.  Above,  the 
BSO  performs  Holst's  "Jupiter"  at  the  Saturday  family  concert. 


CNC  Election  Dec.  1  opinion 


idents  of  Chinatown,  diversity  of  jobs, 
improvements  to  Chinatown's  business 
district  and  maximizing  community  bene¬ 
fits  from  developments  affecting  the  com¬ 
munity,"  said  Bill  Moy,  who  founded  the 
Chinatown  Safety  Committee. 

"1  see  a  stronger,  more  informed,  and 
more  active  Chinatown  for  the  future," 
said  Richard  Chin. 

"1  look  forward  to  enhancing  the  phys¬ 
ical  appearance  as  well  as  the  economic 
level  of  Chinatown,"  said  Patricia  Moy. 

"1 

have 

worked  and 
lived  in 
Chinatown 
for  over  ten 
years.  I  am 
very  con¬ 
cerned 
about  the 
issues  that 
are  current¬ 
ly  con¬ 
fronting 
Chinatown, 
namely  gen- 
trification, 
over  devel¬ 
opment 
without 

neighborhood  input,  sanitary  conditions 
and  the  general  work  environment,"  said 
Rudy  Chen. 

For  more  information,  write  to  CNC, 

65  Harrison  Ave.,  Suite  201  B,  Boston, 

MA,  02111. 


The  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 
will  hold  its  election  on  Dec.  1. 

The  seats  up  for  election  are  one  for 
'other'  and  two  for  'agency,'  'organiza¬ 
tion'  and  'business.'  Currently  holding  the 
seats  (in  order)  are  Bill  Moy,  Ruth  Moy, 
Richard  Chin,  Roman  Chan,  Paul  Lee, 
David  Moy  (not  to  be  confused  with  the 
David  Moy  at  BCNC)  and  Freddie  Mui. 

Those  running  for  the  seats  are;  Bill 
Moy  for  the  'other'  category,  Ruth  Moy 
and  Richard  Chin  for  the  'agency'  catego¬ 
ry,  Patricia 
Moy  and 
Paul  Lee 
for  the 
'organiza¬ 
tion'  cate¬ 
gory,  and 
David  Moy 
and  Rudy 
Chen  for 
the  'busi¬ 
ness'  cate¬ 
gory. 

Here's 
what  some 
of  the  can¬ 
didates  say 
about  their 
running: 

"1  have  faithtully  attended  meetings 
and  participated  in  the  decision-making 
process  on  matters  which  made  our  com¬ 
munity  safer  and  cleaner,"  said  Ruth  Moy. 

"Through  my  participation  with  the 
CNC,  1  have  advocated  and  promoted  for 
improvements  to  quality  of  life  for  the  res¬ 


Bright  Election  Blues... 

By  Lydia  Lowe  of  tfe  Chinese  Progressive  Association 

The  good  news  is  that  Chinatown  is  taking  big  steps  in  building  the  community's 
political  clout.  At  Ward  3  Precinct  8,  which  includes  most  of  Chinatown,  Bay  Village, 
and  the  Leather  District,  the  voter  participation  rate  weis 
53%,  compared  to  44%  in  the  last  state  election  in  1998. 

This  increased  participation  rate  is  even  more  significant 
because  the  overall  number  of  registered  voters  in 
Chinatown  increased  from  1,349  in  1998  to  1,914  as  of 
elecbon  day  2002  —  a  42%  iiKrease  in  registered  voters. 

In  absolute  numbers,  tfus  year  1,008  people  voted  at 
the  Quincy  School,  compared  to  594  people  in  1998  and 
583  people  in  last  year's  city  election, 
i  At  the  Franklin  Institute,  Ward  5  Precinct  1,  a  total  of 
1,435  people  voted  yesterday,  compared  to  1,162  people 
in  1998  and  774  people  in  last  year's  city  election.  The 
voter  turnout  rate  was  55%  of  2,616  total  registered  vot¬ 
ers. 

While  Question  2  passed  overwhelmingly  statewide, 
it  was  defeated  566  to  276  at  the  Quincy  School  and  it 
lost  655  to  541  at  the  Franklin  Institute.  O'Brien  also  won 
with  672  votes  at  the  Quincy  School  and  with  881  votes 
at  the  Franklin  Institute. 

The  tremendous  increase  in  voter  registration  in 
Chinatown  and  a  three-year  consecutive  record  gain  in 
voter  turnout  exactly  corresponds  to  the  period  when  the  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  and  the  Chinatown  Resident  Association  began  to  organize  residents  for 
a  stronger  voice  in  the  neighborhood  and  to  conduct  grassroots  voter  education  activ¬ 
ities.  It  may  feel  like  a  drop  in  the  bucket  now,  but  we  have  the  potential  for  greater 
political  impact  locally.  Chinese  and  Asian  American  voters  also  need  to  learn  to 
exercise  political  clout  outside  of  Chinatown. 

Another  interesting  phenomenon  is  an  increase  in  conservative,  non-foreign-bom 
voters  in  Ward  3  Precinct  8.  We  will  likely  see  more  of  this  in  the  years  to  come,  espe¬ 
cially  if  the  many  proposed  upscale  apartments  are  built... 

These  views  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Sampan 
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PROS  AND  CONS  OF 
KENSINGTON 

FROM  COVER 

Residences  at  Kensington  Place,  a  30- 
story,  upscale  apartment  building  is  being 
pushed  by  Kensington  Investment 
Company  as  the  project  that  will  revitalize 
Hinge  Block.  The  new  building  would  sit 
diagonally  from  where  the  28-story  Liberty 
Place  apartment  building  is  slated  to  go  up. 

Like  Liberty  Place,  which  faced  heavy 
resistance  from  Chinatown  groups  and  is 
now  snagged  in  a  lawsuit,  Kensington  is 
also  facing  community  groups  who  want  to 
stop  the  project's  blueprints  from  turning 
into  bricks,  steel,  and  glass.  But  this  time  the 
resistance  is  from  two  fronts:  groups  in  the 
Midtown  Cultural  District  and  groups  in 
Chinatown. 

The  Kensington  site  is  technically  in  the 
Midtown  Cultural  District,  though  it's  only 
separated  from  Chinatown  by  Washington 
Street.  The  project  would  be  20  stories 
above  what  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan 
calls  for,  would  remove  two  Asian  shops 
from  the  site,  and  would  knock  down  the 
historic  1908  Gaiety  Theatre. 

As  in  the  case  of  Liberty  Place,  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  the 
city  appear  to  support  Residences  at 
Kensington  Place.  It's  also  growing  obvious 
that  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council, 
which  supported  Liberty  Place,  will  likely 
support  Residences  at  Kensington  Place. 

"1  probably  support  the  project  because 
what's  there  now  is  not  desirable,"  said 
Richard  Chin,  a  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Councilor  and  the  Wang  YMCA's  director 
of  community  development. 

The  $100  million  project  would  house 
336  housing  units  and  334  parking  spaces. 
Though  the  mayor  requires  that  new  pro¬ 
jects  set  aside  10%  of  total  units  to  be  rented 
at  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority's 
"affordable"  rate,  this  project  would  set 


aside  15%. 

PDA  Troubles 

To  build  30  stories  in  an  area  officially 
zoned  for  155  feet,  the  developer  is  propos¬ 
ing  to  ask  the  BRA  and  the  Zoning 
Commission  to  get  designation  to  build  on 
a  Planned  Development  Area,  or  PDA, 
which  essentially  allows  developers  to 
rework  zoning  to  suit  their  project.  This 
would-be  lifesaver  for  Kensington 
Investment  Co.,  however,  could  turn  into  a 
sticky  legal  problem  if  challenged,  accord¬ 
ing  to  some  who  are  against  the  current  pro¬ 
posal.  The  problem,  say  critics  of  the  pro¬ 
ject,  is  that  Kensington  needs  one  acre  to 
build  on  a  PDA,  and,  they  say,  the  develop¬ 
er  doesn't  really  have  an  acre  —  at  least  not 
a  "legitimate"  acre. 

And  the  way  in  which  Kensington  is 
hoping  to  have  an  acre  has  left  critics  steam¬ 
ing.  The  developer  is  proposing  to  count  the 
land  area  of  surrounding  public  ways  — 
Washington  Street,  Boylston  Square  alley 
amd  La  Grange  Street  —  as  part  of  the  project 
site. 

Though  the  BRA  wouldn't  say  to  the 
Sampan  whether  or  not  it  supports  the  idea. 

Why  have  a  zoning  code,  if 
the  City  isn't  going  to  enforce 
it?,  asks  Shirley  Kressel  of  the 
Alliance  of  Boston 
N  eighborhoods 


it  is  becoming  apparent  to  many  in  the  com¬ 
munity  that  it  does;  the  Zoning 
Commission  would  cast  the  final  vote  to 
approve  or  not  approve  the  project  after  a 
public  hearing. 

Shirley  Kressel,  the  vice-president  of  the 
Alliance  of  Boston  Neighborhoods,  said  at 
the  BRA's  Oct.  29  public  meeting  about 
Kensington,  that  she  doesn't  think  the  idea 


-  PDA  Rules  As  Stated  in  the  Code 


FROM  SECTION  3-1  A; 

"The  whole  or  any  part  of  a  sub¬ 
district  may  be  established  as  a 
planned  development  area  if  such 
.area  contains  not  les»  than  one  acre 
and  the  <x>mmission  heis  received 
from  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Anthority,  and  h^  approved,  a 
development  plan  or,  if  the  area 
contains  not  less  than  five  acres  and 
is  not  located  in  a  residential  zoning 
district,  a  master  plan  for  the  devel- 
.Ojpijnent  of  the  planned  deyelopment 
area.  Before  transmittal  to  the  com¬ 
mission,  such  dewlopment  plan  or 
master  plan  shall  have  been 
approved  by  said  Authority  after  a 
public  hearing,  provided,  however, 
that  no  development  plan  or  nus- 
ter  plan  shall  be  approved  by  said 
Authority  unless  said  Authority 
finds  that  such  plan  conforms  to 
the  general  plan  for  the  city  as  a 
whole  and  that  nothing  in  such 
plan  wiUiibe  injurious  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  or  otherwise  detrimental 
to  the  public  welfare.  A  develop¬ 
ment  plan  shall  set  forth  the  pro- 
;^sed  location  and  appearance  of 
structures,  open  spaces  and  land¬ 
scaping,  proposed  uses  of  the  area, 
densities,  proposed  treiffic  drcula- 
tion,  parking  emd  loading  facilities, 
access  to  public  transportation,  pro¬ 


posed  dimensions  of  structures,  and 
may  include  proposed  building  ele¬ 
vations,  schematic  layout  drawings 
and  exterior  building  materials,  and 
such  other  matters  as  said  Authority 
deems  appropriate  to  its  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  development 
of  the  area. 

If  the  area  contains  not  less  than 
5  acres  and  is  not  located  in  a  resi¬ 
dential  zoning  district,  a  master 
plan  may  be  submitted  setting  forth 
only  a  statement  of  the  development 
concept,  including  the  planning 
objectives  and  character  of  the 
development,  the  proposed  uses  of 
the  area,  the  range  of  dimensional 
requirements  contemplated  for  each 
of  the  proposed  uses,  the  proposed 
phasing  of  construction  of  the 
development  and  such  of  the  other 
items  set  forth  above  as  said 
Authority  may  request  in  order  to 
make  its  required  finding.  No  work 
shatll  proceed  in  any  planned  devel¬ 
opment  area  established  by  the 
commission  on  the  basis  of  an 
approved  master  plan  until  a  devel¬ 
opment  plan  for  the  area,  or  portion 
thereof  in  which  work  is  to  proceed, 
conforming  to  the  foregoing 
requirements  has  been  approved  by 
the  Authority  and  the  commission, 
in  each  case  after  a  public  hearing.  " 


is  fair. 

"It's  very  important  to  understand,"  she 
said,  "that  this  project  does  not  qualify  for 
PDA  designation  because  it's  not  on  one 
acre  of  land.  The  purpose  of  the  PDA  zon¬ 
ing  category  is  to  allow  large  areas  of  devel¬ 
opment  some  flexibility;  this  proposal  abus¬ 
es  the  Zoning  Code's  PDA  provision,  violat¬ 
ing  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  law. 
The  PDA  ordinance  is  supposed  to  be  about 
better  planning,  not  about  spot  zoning  for 
financial  windfalls." 

Lydia  Lowe,  the  director  of  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association,  agrees. 

"1  think  it's  ludicrous  (that  the  developer 
is  suggesting  to  include  the  streets  in  the 
PDA)  and  1  don't  see  why  the  city  should 
allow  something  like  this,"  said  Lowe  over  a 
phone  interview. 

Matthew  Kiefer  of  Goulston  &  Storrs, 
who  is  the  lawyer  for  the  project,  countered 
these  claims,  saying  that  what  Kensington 
is  doing  for  a  PDA  designation  is  not 
wrong, 

"I  don't  think  it's  a  problem,"  said  Kiefer. 
"The  zoning  code  says  that  a  PDA  area  has 
to  be  one  acre.  It  allows  the  acre  to  include 
area  beyond  the  project  site.  It  doesn't  pro¬ 
hibit  it." 

The  BRA  points  out  that  the  project 
would  include  widening  parts  of  La  Grange 
Street,  putting  new  sidewalks  on 
Washington  Street  and  improving  the 
Boylston  Square  alley.  "Using  the  street  as 
they're  doing  in  this  case  is  not  unusual," 
said  Meredith  Baumann,  the  BRA's  commu¬ 
nications  manager.  She  said  that  people 
need  to  factor  in  the  improvements  the  pro¬ 
ject  would  make  to  the  area. 

"I  think  that  it's  a  technicality,  sort  of," 
she  said. 

Still,  those  against  the  PDA  use  say  that 
it  would  set  a  precedent  that  anyone  who 
wanted  a  PDA  and  had  friends  in  high 
places  could  get  one  simply  by  including 
public  streets.  And  they  point  out  that 
widening  La  Grange  Street  would  benefit 
the  developer  because  the  building's  park¬ 
ing  garage  entrance  would  be  on  that  street. 
(Only  about  half  of  La  Grange  Street  would 
be  widened.  It  would  not  be  widened  past 
the  building's  site.) 

Those  opposing  the  current  project  point 
out  that  they've  been  frustrated  with 
Kensington's  proposed  ideas  for  getting  a 
PDA  from  the  beginning.  Before 
Kensington  Investment  Co.  decided  to  pro¬ 
pose  including  the  streets  so  that  it  would 
have  an  acre,  it  wanted  to  include  the  China 
Trade  Center  to  have  an  acre.  This  had 


upset  many  in  the  community.  In  a  letter 
sent  to  the  BRA  on  January  25,  the 
Neighborhood  Association  of  the  Back  Bay, 
Inc.  objected  the  proposal  because  the 
China  Trade  Center  is  not  within  the  district 
that  is  eligible  for  PDA  zoning,  nor  will  it  be 
owned  by  the  owners  of  Kensington  Place. 

"A  developer,"  the  letter  stated,  "should 
not  be  permitted  to  overcome  the  con¬ 
straints  of  the  city  zoning  code  by  drawing 
a  line  around  an  adjacent  building,  which  it 
neither  owns  nor  controls  and  which  is  not 
part  of  the  project,  and  declare  that  the  pro¬ 
ject  consists  of  one  acre." 

At  the  Oct.  29  meeting,  Kressel  asked 
that  the  developer  file  a  Notice  of  Project 
Change  to  publicize  the  new  proposed  PDA 
boundary.  The  Draft  Project  Impact  Report 
(DPIR),  the  report  on  which  the  public  is 
now  submitting  comments,  still  states  that 
the  China  Trade  Center  area  will  be  used  to 
qualify  as  a  PDA.  She  stated  that  since  the 
PDA  designation  is  the  most  essential 
requirement  for  this  project  and  this  change 
was  never  publicly  announced,  people 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  comment 
based  on  the  correct  information. 

Kiefer  said  that  the  change  was  too  small 
to  justify  writing  up  a  project  change  in  the 
report. 

He  said  that  the  change  from  including 
the  China  Trade  Center  to  including  the 
-  surrounding  streets  and  Boylston  Square 
alley  was  because  people  were  afraid  that 
the  developer  would  later  try  to  build  on 
the  China  Trade  Center  site,  which  he  said, 
was  never  part  of  the  plan. 

Necessary  Eminent  Domain? 

Another  legal  matter  of  concern  to  the 
community  is  the  developer's  proposed  use 
of  Eminent  Domain.  In  Chapter  79  of 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Eminent 
Domain  allows  taking  private  property  and 
turning  it  into  something  that  benefits  the 
public,  such  as  a  school  or  a  park. 

The  BRA  was  given  the  powers  of 
Eminent  Domain,  said  Kressel,  to  improve 
blighted  areas  —  not  to  simply  take  private 
property  from  one  owner  and  then  give  it  to 
another  owner  for  more  profitable  uses. 

"This  area  is  not  blighted,"  she  said, 
pointing  out  that  there  are  new  and  pro¬ 
posed  luxury  housing  and  retail  buildings 
in  the  area. 

Four  businesses  would  be  displaced  by 
Kensington;  two  businesses,  a  nude  danc¬ 
ing  bar  called  the  Glass  Slipper  and  a 
Vietnamese  clothing  shop,  could  be  relocat- 
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Administrative  Assistant 

Dynamic  downtown  agency  seeks  part-time 
Administrative  Assistant  to  provide  support  to  nurses 
who  screen  clients  to  determine  eligibility  for 
community  and  nursing  facility  programs.  Associates 
Degree  or  2  years  experience. 

Case  Manager  Home  Power, 

Boston  Partners  in  Care 

Case  Manager  needs  to  make  home  visits,  assess  client 
care  needs  ad  coordinate  services.  BA  or  2  years 
experience  in  related  human  services.  Computer 
literate.  Offers  excellent  benefits  and  competitive  salary. 
Chinese  bilingual  speaking  desired. 

Email  resumes  to  hrm@elderinfo.org,  fax  to  617-451- 
6631,  or  mail  to  Boston  Senior  Home  Care  110  Chauncy 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02111.  See  www.bshcinfo.org  for 
full  job  posting.  EOE/  AA 
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Research  Coordinator  to  assist  in  a  project  that 
addresses  the  substance  abuse  assessment  needs  of 
Chinese  communities.  Responsibilities;  assist  in  the 
coordination  and  execution  of  research  projects  at  all 
phases  from  conception  to  commercialization;  proof-read 
materials;  and  manage  data  collection. 

Bachelor's  degree  required.  Strong  written  and  oral 
communication  skills  in  English,  Mandarin  and 
Cantonese  required.  Experience  in  the  social  sciences  an 
advantage.  Knowledge  of  Access,  SPSS,  and  Microsoft 
Office  a  plus.  Please  send  resumes  to  Inflexxion  RE: 
Chinese  Research  Coordinator,  320  Needham  Street, 
Suite  100  Needham,  MA  02464-1594,  email 
jobs@inflexxion.com,  fax  to  (617)  332-1820,  or  visit  our 
website  at  www.inflexxion.com. 


Website  Coopdinater 


Responsibilities;  Working  within  the  college's  Division  ot 

Communications,  our  candidate  will  liaison  with  the  college's 

web  developer,  and  various  college  department  representatives  to: 

•Develop,  coordinate,  edit  and  update  content  for  the  BHCC  website, 
intranet  and  related  publications,  providing  dynamic,  useful  and 
attractive  information  sources  for  the  college  and  its  constituents. 

•Create,  maintain  and  update  web-based  interfaces  ar>d  internal  databases. 

•  Generate  and  implement  internal  processes  and  procedures  for 
web  page  development. 

Qualifications: 

•  Excellent  interpersonal  and  written  communication  skills;  ability  to 
work  both  independently  and  within  a  team  environment. 

•  Two  to  three  years  experience  with  HTML,  Photoshop,  Microsoft 
Excel,  CoLive  or  Dreamweaver,  ImageReady  or  FireWorks. 

•One  to  two  years  experience  with  Illustrator  or  Freehand, 
javascript.  Flash,  BBEdit,  UltraEdit  or  similar  text  based  HTML  editor. 

•  Familiarity  with  at  least  one  type  of  relational  database  program, 
one  type  of  FTP  client  program  (with  ability  to  perform  FTP 
uploads/downloads)  one  type  of  Telnet  program,  at  least  one  kind 
of  CGI  scripting  program  (Perl,  PHP,  ASP,  Cold  Fusion, 
Dreamweaver  UltraDev). 

•  Proven  prior  experience  (2-3  years)  in  a  professional  web 
development  environment.  Bachelor's  degree  strongly  preferred. 

Salary  Range:  $44,272.00  -  $53,126.00 


School  Year  2(X)2-2(X)3 

Vacancies 

Boston  Public  .ScIkxAs 

>  Language  Acquisition  Coach 
'  Program  Specialist  for  Multicultural 
Education 

'Literacy/Math  Specialist  K-12 
Program  Specialist  for  Assessment 
and  Evaluation 
Literacy  Coach 

The  application  process  is  outlined  on  the  BPS  website 
(www.boston.kl2.ma.iis)  under  "Human  Resourcc.s". 

All  of  these  positions  have  highly  competitive  salaries 
and  excellent  oehefits. 
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Equal  Housing 

Lender 


Protection  One,  a  leader  in  the  security  systems 
industry,  has  an  opening  for  an  Outside  Sales 
Rep  to  cover  the  Greater  Boston  Area. 
Compensation  includes  guaranteed  base  plus 
commissions  plus  bonuses,  full  medical  benefits 
and  40 IK  plan.  There  is  no  cold  calling,  but  the 
ability  to  be  able  to  network  with  builders  and 
real  estate  brokers  would  be  a  plus. 


for  immediate  consideration,  please  fpx 
^sume  to  Ron  Silverman  at  781-828-3210] 


Security  Supervisor 

Residential  properties  has  an  opening  for  a  full¬ 
time  Security  Supervisor  in  Brockton  MA. 
Candidate  must  have  a  background  in  law 
enforcement  and  be  able  to  train  and  supervise 
security  personnel  and  have  excellent 
interpersonal  skills.  Must  be  able  to  vary  shifts 
working  evenings/weekends.  Computer 
knowledge,  and  supervisory  experience  a  must. 
All  applicants  considered  must  pass  a  pre¬ 
employment  drug  and  alcohol  test,  a  driving 
record  and  CORI  check.  Excellent  salary  and 
benefits.  Please  apply  at  Chatham  West 
Associates,  202  Chatham  West  Drive,  Brockton 
MA  02301  Tel:  508-580-1404 


Closing  Date:  November  20,  2002 


To  apply  in  confidence,  interested  candidates  should  send  a  resume 
and  cover  letter*  in  Microsoft  Word  or  PDF  file  format,  a  statement 
addressing  each  of  the  qualifications  and  copy  of  transcripts  (unofficial 
is  acceptable)  to:  Molly  B.  Ambrose,  Director  of  Human 
Resources  and  Labor  Relations,  Bunker  Hill  Community  College, 
250  New  Rutherford  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02129  or  visit  our 
website  at  www.bhcc.mass.edu  for  more  information.  *lf  you 
have  them,  please  include  URLs  of  your  work  in  your  cover  letter. 


iBuNKER  Hill 

lull  COMMUMTY  COLLEGE 

l.uiniingfor  the  Rtal  World 


Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an 
Affiniuilive  Acfimi/Eqiuil  Opportunity 
Employer.  Wonutn.  people  of  color,  individiuils 
with  disabiiities  and  others  atv  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. 
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ARLINGTON  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  OPENINGS 
2002-2003 

HIGH  SCHOOL 

School  Psychologist 
Psychology  Teacher 
Spanish  Teacher 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
Family  &  Consumer  Sci.  (.6) 

SPECIAL  EDUC 
Asst.  Director  of  Special 
Educ. 

CLERICAL 
Senior  Acct  Clerk 
(Part-time) 

Job  Descriptions 
&AppIication  Procedures  can 
be  found  on  our  website  at: 
www.arlim’ton.kl2.ma.us/ 

humanresources/ 

humanresources.a.sp 

Arlington  is  an  EOE  and 
encourages  MINORITY 
CANDIDATES  to  apply. 
You  are  invited  to  setf- 
identify  Race/Ethnic 


OFFICE  CLEANERS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Part  Time/Full  Time 
Day  or  Night 
Flexible  Hours  Poss. 
No  Experience  Nec. 
$12 

Call  617-976-6880 


$$$ 

Bilingual 

English/Chinese  R.N. 
Needed 

Per  Diem  Bilingual  R.N. 
needed  to  work  part  time  for 
non-certified  Chinatown 
home  care  agency.  Top  pay 
per  visit  and  flexible 
schedule.  Home  care 
experience  and  knowledge  of 
state  regulations  required. 
Join  our  supportive  team! 

Please  call  Jan 
Carruthers@6 1 7-424-8344 
for  an  interv'iew  in  our 
Copley  Square  office. 
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E911  Dispatcher 

Receive  and  evaluate 
emergency  and  non_emergency 
91 1  calls;  determine  location, 
required  response  and  dispatch 
appropriate  personnel  to  the 
scene  such  as  law  enforcement, 
fire,  or  emergency  medical 
response  personnel. 

Knowledge  of  Public  Safety 
Communications  equipment 
including  radios,  telephone 
systems,  TDD  and  computer 
systems. 

Prior  public  safety  dispatch  or 
similar  customer  service 
experience  preferred.  Ability  to 
handle  multiple  demands  and 
difficult  situations  under  time 
pressure.  Ability  to  interpret 
information  and  relay  it  quickly 
and  accurately.  Must  be  able  to 
work  any  shift  assignments, 
including  holidays,  weekends, 
and  overtime.  Bilingual  a  plus. 

Resume  and  cover  letters  by 
November  27,  2002  to: 
Town  of  Brookline,  Human 
Resources,  333  Washington 
Street,  Brookline,  MA  02445 
AA/EOE/ADA 
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KENSINGTON 

FROM  PAGE  3 

ed  or  evicted  by  Eminent  Domain.  The 
other  tw^o  businesses,  the  smoke  shop  that 
specializes  in  adult  films  and  magazines 
and  an  Asian  gift  shop,  are  on  space  owned 
by  the  developer.  Kensington  maintains  it 
would  pay  some  or  all  of  the  relocation 
costs  for  all  of  the  businesses,  which  are 
located  on  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal 
Area. 

Those  who  favor  the  project  point  out 
that  using  Eminent  Domain  in  this  case 
would  remove  the  Glass  Slipper,  and  it 
would  remove  the  'adult  products'  cigar 
shop.  And  a  morning  walk  down  La 
Grange  Street  will  occasionally  reveal  mis¬ 
placed  litter  from  the  night  before:  con¬ 
doms,  porno  video  packages,  urine  pud¬ 
dles,  broken  bottles,  sometimes  a  pair  of 
underwear. 

Kiefer  stood  up  for  Keirsington's  pro¬ 
posal  that  the  BRA  use  Eminent  Domain  on 
the  site.  His  defense:  A  1954  case,  Berman 
V.  Parker,  in  which  the  Supreme  Court 
decided  that  a  redevelopment  authority 
could  use  eminent  domain  to  acquire  a 
blighted  area  and  transfer  it  to  another  pri¬ 
vate  owner  to  be  used  for  a  private  project 
if  the  area  is  "injurious  to  the  public  health, 
safety,  morals,  and  welfare." 

At  the  Oct.  29  meeting,  police  sergeant 
Tom  Lema,  who  works  in  Chinatown  and 
other  neighboring  areas,  said  that  he 
would  be  happy  to  see  some  sort  of  non¬ 
adult  entertainment  building  on  that  block. 
Without  actually  endorsing  the  Kensington 
project,  he  suggested  a  new  building  on  the 
block  would  bring  more  life  to  the  area, 
take  a  bite  out  of  the  Combat  Zone,  and 
make  the  lot  cleaner  and  safer. 

Lowe  said  that  though  she  wants  to  see 
the  Glass  Slipper  gone,  she  questions  using 
Eminent  Domain  as  a  way  to  do  it.  "My 
understanding  is  that  it  (Eminent  Domain) 
needs  to  be  done  for  the  public  good;  I 
don't  see  how  this  is  for  the  public  good," 
she  said. 

Others  point  out  that  the  Glass  Slipper 
is  in  the  appropriately  zoned  area  and  is 
legally  located  there. 

And  many  people  across  the  country 
are  growing  uneasy  with  American  cities' 
use  of  Eminent  Domain  for  private  purpos¬ 
es.  It  started  out  as  a  way  to  clear  slums, 
said  James  Masterman,  an  Eminent 
Domain  Trial  Lawyer  in  Boston  who  is  not 
involved  in  the  Kensington  project,  "but  it 
has  evolved  into  a  heavy  handed  develop¬ 
ment  tool." 

Fears  of  Height,  Gentrification  and 
Traffic 

Of  course,  critics,  especially  certain 
Chinatown  groups  and  residents,  worry 
about  the  height,  traffic  and  threat  of  gen¬ 
trification. 

Some  Chinatown  residents  and  groups 
feel  that  the  building  would  be  out  of  scale 
with  the  neighborhoods'  many  low-rise 
buildings. 

"The  height  is  just  too  overwhelming," 
said  Marie  Moy,  a  30-year  resident  of 
Chinatown  and  a  co-chair  of  the 
Chinatown  Residents  Association.  "You 
know  it's  sort  of  like  —  we  don't  want  the 
Glass  Slipper  —  but  do  we  have  to  close  our 
eyes  and  let  them  go  up  as  high  as  they 
like?,"  said  Moy. 

Kye  Leung  of  the  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  said  he's  upset  that  if  this  pro¬ 
posal  goes  ahead  as  planned,  then  there 
will  be  the  newly-built  high-rise 
Millennium  Place,  the  proposed  15-story 
Hayward  Place,  Liberty  Place  and 
Residences  at  Kensington  Place  all  in  the 
same  close  area. 

Moy  said  she  fears  the  traffic  problems 
that  could  result  from  the  new  developv 
ments.  "It  does  affect  the  quality  of  life:  the 
air,  the  safety  issues,  c»s  far  as  pedestrians 
and  crossing  the  streets  are  concerned  —  we 
have  enough  accidents,  and  traffic  is  hor¬ 
rendous.  That's  been  an  issue  way  back, 
and  it  still  is  now,"  she  said. 

Stephanie  Fan  of  the  Chinese  Historical 
Society  of  New  England  said  that  right 


now  the  traffic  on  Washington  Street  is  so 
bad  that  new  the  buildings  could  only 
exacerbate  the  problems. 

And  many  in  the  community  no  doubt 
feel  like  these  development  projects  are 
coming  at  them  whether  they  like  it  or  not. 

"We  feel  like  the  plans  for  these  projects 
are  90%  completed,"  said  Leung,  "before 
we  come  to  the  public  hearing.  The  com- 
muruty  feels  like  we  don't  have  much 
input  on  these  plans." 

Kensington  Investment  Company's 
president  Ralph  Cole  pointed  out,  howev¬ 
er,  that  since  the  public  meeting  for 
Kensington  Place  in  January,  the  project 
has  been  changed  in  reaction  to  communi¬ 
ty  concerns.  He  noted  that  the  parking  lot 
was  put  underground,  that  parts  of  the 
building  are  now  set  back  further  from  the 
street,  that  Boylston  Square  was  widened 
and  that  the  number  of  the  "affordable" 
units  went  from  10%  to  15%. 

And  the  developers  of  Kensington  and 
Liberty  Place  have  said  that  because  of  the 
location,  the  tenants  in  these  buildings 
would  likely  favor  walking  and  taking  the 
subway  instead  of  taking  their  cars. 

Many  in  Chinatown,  however,  say  they 
fear  that  merely  the  building  of  Kensington 
and  the  other  buildings  would  gridlock 
traffic,  overwhelm  area  residents  and 
workers  with  the  loud  pounds  and  clanks 
of  construction,  and  pollute  the  air  with 
dust  and  exhaust. 

As  for  the  affordable  units,  few  people 
get  excited  about  the  "affordable"  rates 
because  they  are  hardly  affordable  to  any¬ 
one  who  can't  already  pay  Downtown 
Boston's  high  rents. 

And  some  residents  and  Chinatown 
groups  say  that  current  developments  such 
as  Kensington  and  Liberty  Place  would 
push  up  rental  prices  and  force  out  resi¬ 
dents. 

Not  everyone  thinks  the  project  would 
gentrify  the  area,  though.  A  large  percent¬ 
age  of  units  in  the  area  are  subsidized,  the 
projects'  proponents  say,  and  therefore  the 
neighborhood  is  immune  to  gentrification. 
While  the  percentage  of  units  that  are  sub¬ 
sidized  in  the  area  varies  depending  on 
who  you  ask,  most  Chinatown  groups 
agree  it  is  between  65%  and  80%.  The 
BRA's  numbers,  which  the  agency  admits 
can  change  depending  on  what  areas  are 
being  looked  at,  show  that  in  the 
Chinatown,  South  Cove,  Bay  Village  and 
Liberty  Place  area,  there  are  1,140  units  of 
subsidized  units. 

Gentrification  can't  happen,  according 
to  Bill  Moy,  who  is  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Coimcil's  co-moderator. 

"Well,  you  know,  gentrification  is  a  sub¬ 
ject  by  itself  -  people  are  trying  to  tie  gen¬ 
trification  with  Liberty  Place,  Kensington 
Place  and  perhaps  Millennium  Place.  And 

Because  of  so  much  subsi¬ 
dized  housing,  it's  very  hard 
to  gentrify  Chinatown  as  a 
whole,  says  Bill  Moy,  the  co¬ 
moderator  of  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council 

they  are  trying  to  tie  it  in  with  the  immi¬ 
grants  —  that  it  would  force  people  to 
move.  But,  about  80%  (of  the  Chinatown 
area)  is  subsidized,"  he  said,  noting  that  Tai 
Tung  Village  is  subsidized,  as  are  units  in 
Quincy  Towers,  South  Cove  Plaza  East  and 
West,  Castle  Square,  Waterford  Place  and 
Mass  Pike  Towers. 

"Add  all  that  stuff  up  and  it's  basically 
about  70%  to  90%  of  the  units  that  are  sub¬ 
sidized.  It's  very  hard  to  gentrify 
Chinatown  as  a  whole.  That's  not  to  say 
that  the  rents  for  the  non-subsidized  can't 
rise,"  he  said.  He  also  said  that  many  of  the 
subsidized  apartment  complexes  have 
incentives  to  stay  subsidized. 

"We  are  not  displacing  residents,"  said 
Cole.  "We  are  going  to  introduce  housing, 
not  taking  it  away." 

Cole  also  said  that  he  plans  to  have  aU 
the  7,000  square  feet  of  retail  space  in  the 
building  rented  at  the  going  rate  in 
Chinatown,  making  it  affordable  to  area 


businesses.  He  said  that  this  would  be 
promised  in  a  binding  memorandum  with 
the  BRA. 

"I  think  that  we  are  adding  to  the  diver¬ 
sity  of  the  housing  prices  available,  at  vary¬ 
ing  income  levels,"  he  said. 

According  Neighborhood  Councilor 
Chin,  "Gentrification  is  already  here, 
whether  you  like  it  or  not.  I  thiidc  that 
maybe  there  is  something  good  that  can 
come  out  of  it...  Many  immigrants  need 
affordable  housing,  but  they  just  can't  get  it 
here  (in  Chinatown,  and)  a  lot  of  us  would 
like  to  live  in  the  City  of  Boston,  but  we  just 
can't  because  the  rates  are  just  too  high." 

From  the  local  Chinatown  businesses' 
point  of  view,  said  Chin,  they  welcome  a 
more  upscale  neighborhood. 

But  some  in  the  community  still  see  the 
residents  living  in  the  remaining  20%  or 
35%  of  non-subsidized  units  as  being  vul¬ 
nerable  to  gentrification  as  would  be  any 
businesses  that  are  renting  in  the  area. 

And,  according  to  Lowe,  the  reason 
why  so  much  subsidized  housing  exists  in 
Chinatown  is  because  of  Urban  Renewal, 
which  took  much  of  the  area's  homes 
decades  ago.  She  also  notes  that  though 
many  of  the  government  subsidized  units 
will  be  subsidized  long  term,  many  won't. 

Cole  defended  the  Kensington  project 
by  listing  what  he  thinks  would  be  the  ben¬ 
efits  to  Chinatown:  The  developer  would 
pay  for  improvements  of  Liberty  Tree  Park 
and  it  would  pay  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  park;  25  units  would  be  town  houses 
and  duplex  units,  allowing  families  to  rent; 
50  "affordable"  units  would  be  produced 
on  site;  La  Grange  Street  would  be 
widened,  at  least  along  the  length  of  the 
apartment  building;  the  project  would  put 
a  public  courtyard  on  site;  the  parking 
would  be  underground;  the  retail  would  be 
rented  at  the  Chinatown  rate;  the  develop¬ 
er  would  create  a  photo  archive  of  the 
Gaiety  Theatre. 

"We're  trying  to  take  some  of  the  stigma 
out  of  La  Grange  Street,"  Cole  said. 

Some  in  the  community,  who  favor  the 
project,  however,  say  they  fear  that  if  the 
building  is  not  built  now,  the  run  down  lot 
would  go  undeveloped  for  yeens.  They  say 
they  are  concerned  about  cleaning  up  the 
Combat  Zone  and  that  they  are  happy  with 
the  city's  apparent  plan  to  push  out  the 
porno  industry  by  building  big  buildings. 

Gaiety  Going  Away? 

Should  the  nearly  century-old  Gaiety 
Theatre  be  removed  to  make  way  for 
Kensington?  A  group  of  preservationists 
say  no. 

Hidden  behind  a  run-down  exterior 
facing  Washington  Street,  the  theater  is 
called  a  hidden  treasure  by  some  because 
of  its  high  arched  ceiling,  two-story-high 
balconies,  and  stage  that  once  invited  audi¬ 
ences  and  housed  burlesque  and  variety 


shows.  The  theater  was  originaUy  built  for 
live,  non-electronically  amplified  perfor¬ 
mances  -  making  it  a  rarity  in  Boston. 

A  broken  and  chipped  interior  shows 
that  the  theater  has  been  vacant  for  the  past 
20  years.  But,  the  solid  construction  gives 
preservationists  hope. 

"It's  such  a  wonderful  building,"  said 
Steve .  Jerome,  an  architectural  historian 
who  was  touring  the  building  early  last 
Wednesday  morning. 

Jerome  had  spoken  out  at  the  Oct.  29 
meeting,  saying  that  the  theater  should  be 
preserved,  noting  that  it's  the  creation  of 
the  well-known  theater  designer  Clarence 
Blackall,  who  designed  12  other  major 
Boston  theaters,  including  the  Colonial  and 
"The  Met,"  which  is  now  known  as  the 
Wang. 

Michael  Loo,  a  violinist  who  toured  the 
building  on  the  same  morning  to  check  out 
the  acoustics  said  that  though  he  would  be 
curious  to  hear  the  sound  on  the  stage  in 
the  theater's  heyday,  he  doubted  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  the  building  ever  coming  into  use 
again. 

"It  strikes  me  that  restoration  would  be 
expensive,"  he  said. 

The  developer  said  that  to  somehow 
build  over  or  around  the  theater  would  be 
impossible  because  of  the  expense. 

The  Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
rated  the  theater's  importance  as  too  low  to 
be  a  landmark.  But  a  group  of  preserva¬ 
tionists  are  hoping  to  have  the  theater  rec¬ 
ognized,  and  note  that  once  the  building  is 
gone,  it  will  never  be  replaced. 

So,  with  all  these  dynamics  coming  to 
into  play  —  the  loss  of  the  Gaiety,  the  legal¬ 
ity  of  the  PDA  and  use  of  Eminent  Domain, 
the  fears  of  gentrification  and  traffic  and 
pollution,  the  potential  shrinking  of  the 
Combat  Zone  and  cleaning  up  of  the  lot, 
the  height,  and  the  worry  of  leaving  the 
area  undeveloped  —  what  would  make 
people  happy  with  the  project?  It  appears 
that  the  theater  preservationists  would  like 
to  see  the  Gaiety  somehow  kept  in  tact  and 
restored.  It  also  appears  that  some,  such  as 
Bill  Moy  and  Chin,  are  pretty  much  happy 
with  the  way  the  project  is  already.  Others, 
such  as  Lowe  and  Marie  Moy,  would  like 
to  see  a  shorter  building  with  less  units  and 
parking  spaces. 

When  asked  what  could  be  done  to  the 
project  to  make  it  acceptable,  Kressel  said; 
"It  should  simply  meet  the  law.  Zoning 
regulations  exist  to  create  a  predictable 
development  environment;  they  protect 
everyone  —  residents,  businesses,  even 
developers,  who  need  predictable  condi¬ 
tions  to  manage  their  investment  risks. 
Why  have  a  zoning  code,  if  the  City  isn't 
going  to  enforce  it?" 

For  more  about  Kensington,  contact  the 
BRA:(617)  918-4306.  The  last  day  for  com¬ 
ments  is  Nov.  22. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 
TRANSPORTATION  BUILDING 
10  PARK  PLAZA 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02116-3975 
NOTICE  TO  BIDDERS 

Sealed  bids  for  MBTA  Contract  No.  A74CN0I,  FAIRMOUNT  COMMUTER  RAIL 
STATION  ACCESSIBILITY  IMPROVEMENTS,  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS, 
CLASS  I  -  GENERAL  TRANSIT  CONSTRUCTION,  PROJECT  VALUE  - 
$4,440,000,  will  be  received  by  the  Deputy  Director  of  Design  and  Construction, 
Contracts,  at  the  Contract  Administration  Office,  5th  Floor,  Room  5610,  Transportation 
Building,  10  Park  Plaza,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  02116-3975,  until  two  o'clock  (2:00 
p.m.)  on  December  10,  2002.  Immediately  thereafter,  in  a  designated  room,  the  Bids  will 
be  opened  and  read  publicly. 

Work  consists  of  reconstruction  and  expansion  of  the  existing  low  level  platforms, 
construction  of  new  “mini-high”  access  platforms,  an  overhead  pedestrian  track  crossing 
with  accessible  ramps,  station  signage,  updated  platform  amenities,  new  parking  area, 
improved  drainage,  site  lighting,  security  fencing  and  other  incidental  items  included  in 
the  contract  documents. 

Each  prospective  bidder  proposing  to  bid  on  this  project  must  be  prequalified  in 
accordance  with  the  Authority's  "Procedures  Governing  Classification  and  Rating  of 
Prospective  Bidders."  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Contract  Administration  Office  at 
the  above  address.  Requests  for  prequalification  for  this  Project  will  not  be  accepted  by 
the  Authority  after  the  tenth  (10th)  day  preceding  the  date  set  for  the  opening  of  bids. 

Prequalified  bidders  may  obtain  from  the  Contract  Administration  Office  a  "Request  for 
Bid  Form"  which  must  be  properly  filled  out  and  submitted  for  approval. 

Bidding  documents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Contract  Administration  Office  at  the 
address  above  from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.,  beginning  on  November  8,  2002,  Monday 
through  Friday,  at  a  charge  of  $75.00  per  copy.  The  Authority's  STANDARD 
SPECIFICATIONS,  BIDDING  AND  CONTRACT  REQUIREMENTS  AND  DIVISION 
1  -  GENERAL  REQUIREMENTS  dated  November  1983,  is  available  at  a  charge  of 
$5.00  per  copy.  Authority's  STANDARD  SPECIFICATION,  CONSTRUCTION,  dated 
January  1980,  is  available  at  a  charge  of  $15.00  per  copy.  The  MBTA's  Standard  Plan 
entitled  "MBTA  Railroad  Operations  -  Book  of  Standard  Plans  -  Track  and  Roadway”  is 
available  at  a  charge  of  $30.00  per  copy,  payable  by  separate  check.  Also,  the  MBTA's 
Standard  Plan  entitled  "MBTA  Railroad  Operations  -  Commuter  Rail  Design  Standards 
Manual,"  is  available  at  a  charge  of  $35.00  per  copy,  payable  by  separate  check.  Bidding 
documents  will  be  sent  upon  request  and  receipt  of  an  additional  fee  of  $15.00,  payable  by 
separate  check.  Bidding  documents  will  be  forwarded  by  AirFreight,  where  such  service  is 
available,  at  the  expense  of  the  plan  holder.  NONE  OF  THESE  CHARGES  ARE 
REFUNDABLE. 

Bidders  attention  is  directed  to  Appendix  1,  Notice  of  Requirement  for  Affirmative  Action 
to  Insure  Equal  Employment  Opportunity;  and  to  Appendix  2,  Supplemental  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity,  Anti-Discrimination,  and  Affirmative  Action  Program  in  the 
specifications.  While  there  is  no  DBE  goal  associated  with  this  contract,  the  Authority 
strongly  encourages  the  use  of  Minority,  Women  and  Disadvantaged  Business  Enterprises 
as  prime  contractors,  subcontractors  and  suppliers  in  all  of  its  contracting  opportunities. 

Bidders  will  affirmatively  ensure  that  in  regard  to  any  contract  entered  into  pursuant  to 
this  solicitation,  minority  and  female  construction  contractors  will  be  afforded  full 
opportunity  to  submit  Bids  and  will  not  be  discriminated  against  on  the  grounds  of  race, 
color,  religion,  sex,  age,  or  national  origin  in  consideration  for  an  award. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  comply  with  Federal  Equal  Employment  Qpportunity 
Regulations  and  the  President's  Executive  Order  No.  11246  and  any  amendments  or 
supplements  thereto. 

Authorization  for  the  Bidders  to  view  the  site  of  the  work  on  the  MBTA's  property  shall 
be  obtained  from  the  Project  Manager,  Esther  Johnson,  MBTA  Offices,  500  Arborway, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130,  Telephone  No.  (617)222-3265.  The  Authority  will  conduct  an 
inspection  tour  of  the  site  on  November  1 9,  2002.  Bidders  are  requested  to  be  present  in 
front  of  the  outbound  station  platform  at  the  comer  of  Walnut  Street  and  Second  New 
Way,  Hyde  Park  Massachusetts,  at  9:30  a.m.  to  participate  in  the  tour.  Bidders  are  advised 
that  they  should  have  representation  at  this  tour  as  no  extra  visits  are  planned. 

A  prebid  conference  will  be  held  on  November  19,  2002  at  1 1:00  a.m.  at  the  Office  of 
MBTA  Project  Manager,  Esther  Johnson,  500  Arborway,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130, 
Telephone  No.  (617)  222-3265.  Any  request  for  interpretation  of  the  Plans  and 
Specifications  should  be  submitted  in  writing  at  the  same  time. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  certify  as  part  of  their  bids  that  they  are  able  to  furnish  tabor 
that  can  work  in  harmony  with  all  other  elements  of  labor  employed  or  to  be  employed  on 
the  work. 

This  Contract  is  subject  to  minimum  State  wage  rates  as  well  as  all  other  applicable  labor 
laws. 

Bid  Guaranty  shall  consist  of  a  bid  deposit  in  the  amount  of  five  (5)  percent  of  the  value 
of  the  bid,  in  the  form  of  a  bid  bond,  cash,  certified  check,  treasurer's  or  cashier's  check. 

The  successful  Bidder  shall  be  required  to  furnish  a  Perfomiance  Bond  and  a  Labor  and 
Materials  Payment  Bond  each  for  the  full  amount  of  the  Contract  price. 

The  Authority  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  Bids,  to  waive  infomialities,  to 
advertise  for  new  Bids  or  proceed  to  do  the  work  otherwise,  as  may  be  deemed  to  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Authority. 

This  infomiation  may  be  viewed  at  the  MBTA  website: 

http:  www.mbla.com  business  l4)iddinu.asp 
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Date:  November  8,  2002  By:  James  H.  Scanlan  Michael  H.  Mulhem 

Secretary  and  .MBTA  Chairman  General  Manager 


Sampan  Advice 

Checking  Professional  Licenses  Gives  Peace  of  Mind 

Question:  "I'm  looking  for  a  dentist,  but  I  want  to  make  sure  the  one  I  go  to  has 
a  clean  record  and  doesn't  have  a  license  that's  on  probation.  How  could  I  find  out 
about  that?" 

Answer:  You're  in  luck.  Since  1998  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Division  of  Professional  Licensure  has  provided  online  information  regarding  the 
licensing  and  regulation  of  over  530,000  individuals,  corporations,  and  partnerships. 
The  Division  of  Professional  Licensure  is  an  agency  within  the  Office  of  Consumer 
Affairs  and  Business  Regulation,  and  provides  general  industry  information  as  well 
as  the  public  records  of  individual  licensees  for  consumers  regarding  nearly  every 
occupation  from  dentists  to  electricians  to  public  accountants.  Anyone  in 
Massachusetts  with  a  license  to  practice  their  craft  will  be  listed  on  this  site,  and  it 
may  serve  as  a  reliable  and  informative  starting  point  for  those  who'd  prefer  to 
investigate  beforehand  when  deciding  where  to  take  their  business.  Unfortunately, 
this  website  lists  only  licensed  professionals  in  Massachusetts,  though  each  state  has 
its  own  website  that  provides  similar  information,  and  the  link  to  other  state  boards' 
websites  can  be  accessed  from  this  site. 

The  wel^ite  is  divided  into  three  main  sections:  Services,  Consumers,  and 
Boards.  The  Division  lists  seven  service  units  in  the  Services  section:  the  Office  of 
Investigations,  the  Office  of  Legal  Council,  the  Office  of  Prosecutions,  the  Health 
Care  Fraud  Unit,  the  Massachusetts  Professional  Recovery  System,  the  Accounting 
Unit  and  Computer  Services.  These  subdivided  units  have  been  created  to  directly 
assist  consumers,  the  boards,  and  their  licensees  with  their  particular  grievances. 
There  is  also  extensive  information  provided  for  the  Division's  substance  abuse  reha¬ 
bilitation  program  and  a  detailed  pain  management  resource  guide,  which  provides 
support  services  for  the  easing  of  physical  pain  and  dealing  with  its  long-term  psy¬ 
chological  effect. 

The  Consumer  section  includes  a  handy  locator  map  to  locate  a  professional  or 
business  in  your  area  where  you  can  check  to  see  if  they  have  a  record  of  discipli¬ 
nary  actions  by  the  Board  in  the  past  five  years,  or  print  out  a  comprehensive  list  of 
qu^tions  to  consider  when  hiring  a  licensed  professional.  You  may  look  up  a 
licensee  by  license  number,  name,  or  by  city,  state,  and  zip  code. 

A  click  on  the  Boards  of  Registration  link  will  take  you  to  an  exhaustive  list  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  36  different  boards  and  allow  you  to  read  through  the 
frequently  asked  questions  of  bodi  licensees  and  applicants  for  board  membership. 
Applications  can  also  be  downloaded  and  filled  out  from  here. 

Under  each  industry  the  Board  regulates,  a  brief  description  of  the  current  status  of 
the  occupation  is  provided,  including  the  total  number  of  licensed  practitioners 
within  the  field,  the  total  number  of  annual  complaints  received,  how  many  the 
Board  has  actually  investigated,  and  the  monetary  value  returned  to  consumers  by 
licensees.  Since  your  inquiry  concerned  dentists,  I  took  the  liberty  of  providing  the 
explanation  straight  from  the  website; 

The  Dental  Board  licenses  8,450  dentists  and  5,950  dental  hygienists  in  the 
Commonwealth.  In  fiscal  year  2002,  the  Board  received  288  complaints  against  den¬ 
tists  and  dental  hygienists  and  resolved  207  from  this  and  previous  fiscal  years.  The 
Board  held  18  investigative  conferences  and  one  formal  hearing.  It  revoked  five 
licenses,  suspended  11  licenses,  stayed  the  suspension  of  one  license,  accepted  one 
voluntary  license  surrender,  placed  two  licenses  on  probation,  issued  one  reprimand 
and  sent  36  advisory  letters.  The  Board  brought  about  the  refund  of  $10,037  from 
licensees  to  consumers  and  collected  $1,002,815  in  fees. 

.-  Not  bad.  You  can  even  check  out  the  status  of  your  local  pharmacy's  permit;  for 
example,  1  found  that  the  CVS  Pharmacy  on  Summer  Street  in  downtown  Boston 
has  been  operating  under  an  expired  drug  store  permit  since  June  15,  2001. 

Another  readily  available  resource  is  your  local  Better  Business  Bureau.  They  also 
may  be  able  to  shed  some  light  on  a  practitioner's  reputation,  particularly  in  and 
around  Massachusetts.  There's  also  the  "Citizens'  Guide  to  State  Services,"  which 
contains  information  about  many  state  social  services  and  agencies,  divided  alpha¬ 
betically.  I  hope  this  information  has  been  helpful.  A  last  note:  for  those  without 
Internet  access,  you  can  also  call  (617)-727-3074. 

The  license  search  Website  is  http://license.reg.state.ma.us/pubLic/liccfue. asp? color=green 
—  Lisa  Fetsis 


Viet- AID  Celebrates  Grand  Opening  of  Vietnamese 
American  Cultural  Center  in  Dorchester  on  Nov.  2! 
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CALENDAR 

MEETINGS 

Chinatown  Safety  Meeting  is  first 
Wednesday  of  the  Month,  10:30a.m.  at 
Doubletree  Hotel,  821  Washington  St. 

Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 
Meeting  is  the  third  Monday  of  the 
Month,  6  p.m.  at  125  Harrison  Ave. 

WORKSHOPS 

The  AACA  will  hold  a  job  skills  training 
workshop  on  Nov.  26, 10:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 
AT  200  Tremont  St.,  Boston.  Free.  Call 
(617)  426-9492,  Ext.  212.  In  Chinese  and 
Engush. 

The  Asian  American  Bank  will  host  a 
"Banking  Smart"  financial  seminar,  Nov. 
21,  5:30-6:30  P.M.  AT  68  Harrison  Ave., 
Boston.  Free.  Call  (617)  695-2800. 

ARTIST  WEN-TI  TSEN  WILL  TALK  AT  THE 

Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  995  boyl- 
STON  ST.,  Boston,  Jan.  5,  6:30  p.m.  (617)  266- 
5152  OR  GO  TO  WWW.ICABOSTON.ORG. 

EXHIBITS 

Chen  Zhen's  works  are  on  exhibit  at  the 
Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  995  boyl- 
STON  ST.,  Boston,  until  Dec.  31.  $5-$7;  free 
ON  THURSDAYS  5-9  P.M.  CALL  FOR  DAYS  AND 
TIMES  AT  (617)  266-5152  or  go  to  WWW.ICA- 
BOSTON.ORG. 

FILMS 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Boston  at  465 
Huntington  Ave.  will  screen  the  Japanese 
masterpiece  "Ikiru"  on  Dec.  27  at  7:30  p.m.; 
Dec.  28  AT  3:15  p.m.;  Dec.  29  at  11  a.m.;  Jan. 
4  AT  10:30  A.M.  AND  Jan.  5  AT  10:30  a.m. 
Tickets:  $8-$9. 

The  Brattle  Theatre  at  40  brattle  street 

IN  CAMBRIDGE  WILL  SCREEN  THE  JAPANESE  ANI¬ 
MATION  MOVIE  "Spirited  Away,"  by  Hayo 
Miyazaki  on  Dec.  27-Jan.  2.  Times  are  2:30; 
5;  7:30  AND  10  P.M.  CALL  TO  CONFIRM  AT  (617) 
876-8021. 


To  HAVE  YOUR  EVENT  LISTED, 
LISHEDrrOR@AACA-BOSTON.ORG 


EMAIL  ENG- 
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Massachusetts  Family  Institute  and  Chinese  Progressive  Association 
Award  Reverend  Tom  Lee  of  Chinese  Evangelical  Church 


By  Adam  Smith 

Reverend  Tom  Lee  of  the  Boston 
Chinese  Evangelical  Church  was  recent¬ 
ly  congratulated  for  his  efforts  to  reduce 
the  Combat  Zone  when  the 
Massachusetts  Family  Institute,  a  non¬ 
profit  research  and  education  organiza¬ 
tion,  awarded  him  the  MFl  Citizenship 
Award  and  when  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association  awarded  him 
the  Social  Action  Award. 

Sampan  took  these  awardings  as  an 
opportunity  to  interview  Lee  on  his 
work,  life  and  reasons  for  devoting  him¬ 
self  to  the  Church. 

A  native  of  Canada 
and  the  son  of  Chinese 
immigrants,  Lee  became 
interested  in  Jesus  and  the  | 

Church  as  a  teenager,  but 
didn't  decide  to  devote  his 
life  to  the  two  until  after 
studying  chemical  engi¬ 
neering  at  Tufts. 

When  he  did  decide  to 
change  paths,  he  received 
mixed  reactions  from  his 
parents,  who  were  both 
traditional. 

"My  dad  was  incredu-  | 
lous,"  he  said.  j 

"He  couldn't  believe 
that  1  would  'throw  away'  | 
a  degree. . .  to  do  some-  j 
thing  that  didn't  pay  well  | 
at  all. 

I  cost  him  a  good 
amount  of  money  to  go  to 
Tufts.  But  1  had  been 
working  for  a  while,  and  I 
knew  what  1  wanted  and 
what  was  fulfilling  to  me,"! 
he  said. 

"My  mom  was  more 
neutral.  She  asked:  'Are 
you  sure  you  can  live  on 
that  type  of  salary.'" 

Part  of  his  father's  resistance,  said 
Lee,  was  because  his  father  "had  the 
typical  Chinese  American  dream"  of 
making  it  in  America  —  having  a  house, 
car,  middle  class  family.  " 

"When  1  took  this  turn. . .  it  clashed 
with  his  dreams." 

Lee  said  that  his  father's  upbringing 
in  China  gave  him  a  negative  view  of 
religion,  which  made  it  hard  to  accept 
his  son's  path. 

"He  grew  up  in  the  war  when  the 
Buddhist  priests  would  go  door  to  door 
begging  for  rations.  He  was  a  mild  athe¬ 
ist.  He  heard  stories  about  how  when 
the  Japanese  (invaded),  the  Buddhist 
priests  would  just  sit  and  pray  and  not 
fight  and  then  get  shot,"  he  said. 

His  father  never  was  "able  to  see  the 


joy  and  sense  of  purpose  of  having  a 
relationship  with  God,"  said  Lee, 
because  of  these  experiences. 

Lee,  however,  is  proud  of  his  work 
fulfilling  the  mission  of  the  Boston 
Chinese  Evangelical  Church,  which  pro¬ 
vides  masses  and  services  in  English, 
Cantonese  and  Mandarin,  as  well  social 
and  educational  services,  such  as 
English  as  a  Second  Language  pro¬ 
grams. 

And  he  sees  his  efforts  to  reduce  the 
Combat  Zone  as  an  extension  of  fulfill¬ 
ing  this  mission. 

"We  are  here  to  show  God's  love  in 
words  and  in  deeds,"  he  said. 

To  fight  the  Combat  Zone,  Lee  and 


other  concerned  Chinatown  leaders 
helped  form  the  Lower  Washington 
Street  Taskforce  three  years  ago. 

"There's  the  Chinatown  Safety 
Committee,"  said  Lee,  "but  we  wanted 
something  that  focuses  (only)  on  the 
Combat  Zone.  We  were  getting  fed  up." 

According  to  Lee,  battling  the  adult 
entertainment  industry  in  Chinatown 
requires  being  reactive  —  fighting  new 
places  from  opening  ,  being  proactive  — 
making  porno  shops  and  strip  clubs  feel 
unwelcome  in  Chinatown  by  protesting, 
and  finding  a  long  term  solution  to  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  the  Combat  Zone. 

He  said  that  for  the  latter,  the  task- 
force  has  been  studying  the  area  and 
different  models  that  work  to  lessen  the 
social  burden  and  health  risks  —  prosti¬ 


tution,  drug  use,  littered  used  condoms, 
late  night  noise  ~  that  is  sometimes 
invited  by  adult  entertainment. 

There  are  a  few  models  that  could 
work,  said  Lee,  but  they  are  politically 
difficult,  and  then  there  a  few  that  could 
work,  too,  but  they  come  with  price  tags 
for  certain  communities. 

He  said  the  containment  zoning 
model  that  the  city  implemented  in  1974 
is  one  method,  but  that  it  obviously  has¬ 
n't  worked  too  well. 

"The  containment  model  is  easier  to 
police  —  it  works  in  an  industrial  area," 
he  said,  "but  Chinatown  is  a  residential 
place." 

Then  there's  a  model  that  disperses 
adult  entertainment  clubs 
and  stores  so  that  they  can't 
be  within  a  certain  distance 
of  each  other.  This  idea,  said 
Lee,  works  well  because  each 
community  can  concentrate 
on  policing  one  club  or  shop 
instead  of  a  bunch  of  them. 
But,  he  said,  it  doesn't  work 
as  well  in  real  life  because 
places  like  Beacon  Hill  or 
other  rich  areas  would  have 
the  money  and  the  political 
power  to  prevent  porno  busi¬ 
nesses  from  ever  opening, 
but  poorer  places  wouldn't 
have  the  time  or  resources  to 
prevent  strip  clubs  from 
opening  or  to  police  them. 

Another  model  is  the 
one  that  the  city  is  favoring; 
build  big  buildings  to 
squeeze  out  the  Combat 
Zone. 

But,  Lee  sees  potential 
problems  with  this  one,  too. 

"If  this  model...  had 
no  impact  on  gentrification, 
then  1  would  be  all  for  it." 

But  he  said,  if  it  would  cause 
gentrification  then  pros  and 
cons  need  to  be  looked  at 
before  trying  such  a  tactic. 

Other  ideas  include  shrinking  the 
area  zoned  for  adult  entertainment  and 
moving  the.  zoned  area  to  another  part 
of  the  city  ~  which  Lee  said  would  like¬ 
ly  get  the  response:  "Not  in  my  back¬ 
yard!" 

He  said  his  preferred  model  "is  pro¬ 
hibition,  to  make  the  case  that  negative 
effects  of  the  clubs  are  so  high,  and  that 
the  First  Amendment  is  so  general  (that 
the  businesses  shouldn't  be  legal)."  He 
notes  that  some  municipalities  have 
actually  done  this. 

But,  he  said,  this  last  idea  is  the  most 
difficult  because  "it  challenges  the  most 
liberal  interpretation  of  the  First 
Amendment." 


"The  First  Attempt:  A  Drawing  Show 
Open"  is  on  exhibit  at  the  gallery 
artSPACE16  from  now  through  Dec.  8. 

Days  and  times  to  see  the  exhibit 
are:Nov.l6,  23,  24  and  Dec.  7  and  8;  noon  - 
5  p.m.  on  week  days;  also  evenings  are  by 
appointment. 

Call  Sand  T  at  (781)  322-6851  or  send 
email  to  SandT.gallery@verizon.net. 

Directions  to  artSPACE@16: 

By  T  and  a  15-20  min.  walk:  Take  Orange 
line  to  Oak  Grove  Station.  Walk  from  Oak 
Grove,  take  a  left  onto  Winter  St.,  cross 
Main  St.  to  Forest  St.  (Forest  Dale 
Cemetery  is  on  your  left).  Take  right  onto 
Goodwin,  right  onto  Floral  St.,  immediate 
left  onto  Hill  St.,  left  onto  Princeton  Street. 


Sampan  Nov.  15,  2002  P.  8 


ABCD  40th  Anniversary  Party  in  Pictures 


Action  for  Boston  Community  Development  celebrated  40  years  of  service  on  Nov.  1  with  its  Armual  Community  Awards  Dirmer.  In  the  photos  above.  United 
States  Senator  Edward  Kennedy  speaks  to  the  audience;  Richard  Soo  Hoo  and  Chau  Ming  Lee  of  the  Asian  American  Civic  Association  and  their  wives  pose  for  a 
photo  and  Kiyoshi  Yu  and  Soo  Hoo  strike  a  fuimy  pose  for  the  camera.  Soo  Hoo  was  awarded  that  night  for  his  volunteer  work  in  the  community. 


Analyzing 
Jackie  Chan's 
Bad  "Tuxedo" 

By  Liang  Qu 

By  now,  we  can  all  assume  "The 
Tuxedo"  is  not  a  major  Jackie  Chan  success. 
In  fact,  it  is  a  major  flop,  if  anything.  But 
why  is  that  so? 

The  reason  is  not  simply  because  the 
script  lacked  plot  and  development,  well 
most  Jackie  Chan  films  revolve  around  the 
fantastic  martial  art  stunts  anyway,  but 
because  of  his  idiotic  ditz  of  a  partner,  Del, 
played  by  Jennifer  Love  Hewitt. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  Jackie  Chan 
action  movies  have  been  such  a  hit  in  the 
West  is  because  the  "Westerners"  enjoy  the 
entirely  different  style  of  action.  Chan's 
stunts  and  fight  sequences  are  not  merely 
about  punching  the  enemy  out  with  brute 
force,  but  with  agility,  intelligence,  and 


humor  that  is  not  often  seen  in  others  in  the 
genre,  such  as  Schwarzenegger  flicks. 

On  the  flip  side,  the  Chinese  and  Asian- 
Americans  enjoy  the  fact  that  someone  of 
their  own  race  can  enjoy  such  great  success, 
they  find  it  to  be  an  admirable  feat. 

Asians  also  flock  to  many  of  the  East- 
meets-West  movies,  starring  Asian  enter¬ 
tainers,  as  a  sign  of  racial  pride,  happily 
rooting  for  one  of  their  own.  Actors  such  as 
Chan,  provide  a  sort  of  human  relation 
with  the  Asian  audience,  which  is  difficult 
to  find  in  most  of  the  mainstream  produc¬ 
tions. 

However,  the  problem  Asians  have 
found  with  the  recent  flood  of  Jackie  Chan 
movies,  is  not  the  mediocre  scripts  or  the 
lousy  co-stars  (with  the  exception  of  Chris 
Tucker),  but  the  jokes  and  pranks  scripted 
by  the  American  writers  to  appeal  to  a  more 
"diverse"  audience.  The  Asian  audiences 
simply  do  not  understand  the  funnies 
intended,  and  the  jokes  they  do  understand 
are  more  offensive  than  funny. 

In  a  recent  UniverCity  magazine  inter¬ 
view  for  "The  Tuxedo,  "  Chan  said  that  his 
Western  box-office  hits,  were  big  disap- 


Graduate  degree  programs  for 
women  and  men  in: 


Simmons  is  the  schooi  for  your  graduate 

program  if  you  want: 

•  Professional  preparation  in  a  rigorous, 
yet  supportive  academic  environment 

•  Faculty  mentors  who  will  help  you  achieve 
your  personal  and  professional  goals 

•  Flexible  course  schedules  to  accommodate 
your  busy  lifestyle 

•  Career  change  or  advancement 

Saturday,  December? 

9:30  a.m.  to  noon 

RSVP  617.521.2915  or  gsa@simmons.edu 


>  Education:  Special  Education, 
Behavioral  Education, 

Assistive/Special  Education  Technology, 
Language  &  Literacy  in  Special 
Education,  Master  of  Arts  in  Teaching, 
Educational  Leadership, 

Master  of  Arts  in  Teaching  ESL 

>■  Liberal  Arts:  Children’s  Literature, 
English,  Gender/Cultural  Studies, 
History/Archives  Management,  Spanish 

>•  Communications  Management 


SIMMONS 


College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
AND  Professional  Studies 


pointments  in  Asia.  Chan  explained  that 
the  people  did  not  understand  the  jokes  in 
the  hugely  successful  "Rush  Hour,"  and 
that  the  audience  found  Chris  Tucker  not 
to  be  not  furmy,  but  "loud  and  annoying." 
The  same  reaction  goes  for  the  opening  of 
"Shanghai  Noon,"  Chan's  Cowboy-and- 
Chineseman  movie  with  Owen  Wilson.  The 
feedback  from  his  Asian  audience  was 
anticipated  by  Chan.  He  also  explained  in 
the  same  interview  that  he  was  not  very 
comfortable  in  the  production  of  American 
films,  because  he  himself  does  not  even 


understand  parts  of  the  scripts  that  he  is 
saying.  The  problem  is  not  a  matter  of  lan¬ 
guage  difficulty,  but  one  of  cultural  clash. 

The  bottom  line  for  the  quality  decline 
in  the  recent  Jackie  Chan  movies  is  that,  the 
writers  are  getting  way  too  ambitious  in 
trying  to  attract  a  diversity  of  audience. 
They  are  trying  too  hard  to  combine 
Eastern  arts  with  Western  wit  with  horren¬ 
dous  results:  mediocre  movies  that  lack  the 
positive  attributes  and  accentuate  the  nega¬ 
tives  of  both  cultures.  And  worst  of  all:  they 
perpetuate  bad  stereotypes. 


HEALTH 

What  is  Diabetes  and  How  to  Handle  it 

What  is  Diabetes? 

It  is  a  disease.  People  who  have  diabetes  cannot  properly  use  and  store  glucose,  a 
form  of  sugar,  and  their  blood  glucose  levels  rise  to  high  levels. 

How  does  one  know  if  he  or  she  has  diabetes? 

The  person  will  have  certain  symptoms:  being  very  thirsty,  having  to  lurinate  often, 
having  increased  hunger,  having  blurred  vision,  having  skin  infections  and  wounds 
that  don't  heal  and  feeling  fatigued. 

Who  gets  it? 

Anyone.  But,  people  who  have  close  relatives  with  the  disease  are  more  likely  to  get 
it.  Older  people  are  also  more  at  risk,  as  are  people  who  are  overweight  and  over  40. 

How  is  it  treated? 

Anyone  who  has  diabetes  needs  to  do  certain  things  to  stay  healthy.  People  with  dia¬ 
betes  need  to  eat  certain  foods  at  certain  times  to  keep  their  blood  sugar  at  a  healthy 
level.  Many  people  need  to  take  insulin  injections,  and  some  need  to  take  certain 
pills  that  make  their  bodies  produce  more  itrsulin.  Some  people  with  what's  called 
type  2  diabetes  can  avoid  taking  medication  if  they  exercise,  eat  a  certain  diet  and 
keep  of  excess  body  fat.  All  people  with  the  disease  need  to  see  a  diabetes  specialist 
at  least  every  six  months,  and  need  to  monitor  their  blood  sugar  levels. 

What  problems  can  diabetes  cause? 

Diabetes,  if  poorly  managed,  may  lead  to  complications  such  as  heart  attacks,  strokes, 
blindness,  kidney  failure,  blood  vessel  disease  that  requires  amputation,  nerve  dam¬ 
age  and  sexual  disfunction. 

Can  it  be  prevented? 

Possibly  type  2  diabetes  can.  If  you  keep  a  healthy  body  weight,  exercise  regularly 
and  eat  right,  you  might  be  able  to  avoid  it.  As  for  type  1  diabetes,  researchers  are 
trying  to  find  a  way  to  prevent  it. 

The  information  for  this  article  was  provided,  with  permission,  by  the  Joslin 
Diabetes  Center,  www.joslin.org. 

(Co.  2001  by  the  Joslin  Diabetes  Center.  For  reprinting,  call  (617)  732-2695.) 
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Idioms  from  ABE,  Level  2  class 

Shi  Ying  Chen:  Chinese  has  an  idiom;  silence  is  golden,  so  hold  your  tongue. 

Sharon  (Yan  He):  Don’t  hold  your  tongue  when  you  think  that  something  is  wrong  or 
unfair;  express  your  feelings  bravely. 

Coco  (Jian  Yun  Zeng):  Please  keep  your  wits  about  you  when  you  meet  her  again.  Don’t  panic  like  before. 
Lily  (Xiaoning  He):  I  was  so  sad  when  my  good  friend  was  injured  seriously  in  an 
accident.  I  was  at  a  loss  for  words. 

Silvia  Guillen:  Last  week,  I  went  to  pass  the  driver’s  license  test  and  the  police  told  me, 

“You  got  it.”  I  was  at  a  loss  for  words. 


Boston 
Home 
Center  ; 


Let  us  help  you 
buy  your  first 
home  In  Boston! 


The  Boston  Home  Center  provides: 

*  Information  on  first-time  homebuyer  courses 

*  Financial  and  lender  information 

*  Pamphlets,  booklets,  and  other  materials  that 
explain  the  process  of  buying  your  first  home 

*  Property  applications  for  people  interested  in 
buying  their  first  home  through  programs 
offered  by  the  Deparment  of  Neighborhood 
Development 

*  Purchase  and  Rehab  information 

*  Much,  much,  more! 


Call  the  Boston  Home  Center 


at  (61 7)  635-HOME 

City  of  Boston,  Thomas  M.  Menino,  Mayor 
Department  of  Neighborhood  Development 
Charlotte  Golar  Richie,  Chief  and  Director 


Urban  Edge  property  Management 
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1 

$25,950-40,800 

2 

$29,700-S46,650 

3 

$33,400-$52,500 

4 

$37,100-$58,300 

5 

$40,050-563,000 

6 

$43,050-567,650 

7 

$46,000-572,300 

8 

$48,950-577,000 
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Urban  Edge  Property  Management 
do  Waiting  List 
2010  Columbus  Avenue 
Roxbury,  MA  02119 
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♦  Visual  Door  Security,  Intercom 
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Framingham  Green 

136  Maynard  Road,  Framingham,  MA  01701 
1-508-872-0500 
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An  afternoon  for  families  with  children  of  color 

Introduction  to 
Nashoba  Brooks  School 

Saturday,  December  7,  2002 
3:00-4:30p.m. 


Parents  and  their  children  are  invited  to  tour  the  school  with  the 
Head  of  School,  Director  of  Admission,  and  several  current  parents 
and  students.  Join  us  to  learn  more  about  Nashoba  Brooks,  an 
independent  school  for  boys  and  girls,  age  3-grade  3,  and  for  girls, 
grades  4-8. 

For  further  information,  visit  our  website:  www.nbsc.org 
For  directions,  more  information,  and  to  register,  please  call 
Huyen  Truong,  Director  of  Admission  at  (978)  369-4591  *  1 12 
The  school  is  located  at  200  Strawberry  Hill  Road, 
Concord,  MA  01742 
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J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons  -  Eastman  •  Waring 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 

KENNETH  F.  BENNETT 
FUNERAL  DIRECTOR 

(S3St:A24/j\8tSgJ§  •  tbSilJcllM) 


o  iTi  #  '  ^.5^  '  i)  5#- 

-800-344-7526 


R± 


(617)536-4110  1-800-344-7526  (617)472-1137 


Wellesley-Sudbory-Fall  River-  576  Hencock  SI. 
Lynn-Fairhav6n-Dar.routh-  (MOBIL2]O^Q(5I^® ) 

I  C  lA/9»A»r.isn  a  C/\ne  Bedford-Framipgham- 

J.O.  wVaiernian&OunS  Peabody-Norwood-Marblehead  Dewarc  Funeral  Home 


495  Commonwealth  Ave. 
(KENMORF  tgUKSfi) 
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Florence  &  Chafetz  Home  for  Specialized  Care 
Cohen  Florence  Levine  Estates 
At  Admiral’s  Hill 


Subsidized  Assisted  Living 

In  Chelsea,  MA 


For  more  information,  call  617-887-0826 
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Opening  of  Waiting  List  for  Market  Rate  Apt 

Urban  Edge  Property  Management  announces  the  opening  of  their 
Waiting  List  for  Market  Rate  Apartments  (1-4BR)  for  the  following 
Income  Leveis  Only: 


Household 

Size  (#  Of 
Persons) 

Income  Range 

1 

$25,95040,800 

2 

S29,700-$46,650 

3 

S33,400-$52,500 

4 

$37,l00-$58,300 

5 

$40,050-$63,000 

6 

$43,050-$67,650 

7 

$46,000-$72,300 

8 

$48,950-$77,000 

Applications  are  available  for  pick  up  during  the  week  of  Friday, 
November  15,  2002  through  Friday,  November  29,  2002  between  the 
hours  from  8:00  am  until  5:00  pm;  Both  hand-delivered  and  mailed 
applications  postmarked  no  later  than  December  3,  2002  to  the  address 
below  will  be  accepted. 

Urban  Edge  Property  Management 
do  Waiting  List 
2010  Columbus  Avenue 
Roxbury,  MA  02119 

If  you  have  a  disability  that  prevents  you  from  obtaining  an  application 
and  need  it  mailed  to  you,  please  call 
617-522-5584  and  provide  your  name  and  address. 

Qualihed  Section  8  Voucher  Holders  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
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Personal  Injuries 
Car  Aeddeutx 
Criminal  Cases 
Bankruptcy 
Divorce 

Establishment  of  a  Corporation 
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Invnigraiion 

Work  Visas  (HIB.  0-1.  L-l.  M) 
Labor  Certification 
(Cook,  SoAware  Engineer) 

Priority  Worker 
Outstanding  Researcher 
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Asylum 

Dcportaiton  Appeals 
Famih  Based  Visa  petitions 
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BOSTON  CONNECTS,  INC 


Boston's  Empowemwnt  Zone 


REQUEST  FOR  PROPOSALS  (REP) 

IT  NETWORK  CERTIFICATION  TRAINING 


Funding  is  available  to  provide  IT  (Information  Technology)  Network  Certification 
training  to  residents  of  Boston’s  Empowerment  Zone.  Two  populations  are  eligible 
for  service  ( 1 )  EZ  residents  with  prior  IT  experience  and  (2)  those  without  IT 
experience.  Program  Services  are  available  beginning  March  2003. 


The  RFP  is  available  upon  written  request  beginning  November  15,  2002.  A  technical 
assistance  session  is  scheduled  for  November  21,  2002,  at  10;00  a.m.  at  the  Boston 
Connects,  Inc.  office,  2201  Washington  St.  in  Dudley  Square.  Prospective  bidders  are 
encouraged  to  attend  in  order  to  obtain  essential  information. 


Before  and  after  technical  assistance  session,  questions  or  requests  for  the  RFP  may  be 
addressed  to  Abdelrahim.Brown.bci@ci.boston.ma.us  A  written  response  will  be 
provided.  The  due  date  for  proposals  is  Friday,  December  27,  2002  at  12:00  noon. 
Late  proposals  will  not  be  accepted. 


REQUEST  FOR  INFORMATION  (RFI) 

FAMILY  OPPORTUNITY  CENTERS  SERVICE  DELIVERY  NETWORK 


Agencies  located  in  the  Empowerment  Zone  that  are  experienced  and/or  interested  in 
developing  human  service  delivery  netxvorks  are  encouraged  to  respond  to  this 
Request  for  Information. 


The  ultimate  outcome  of  the  Empowerment  Zone  initiative  is  the  sustained  economic 
self-sufficiency  for  individuals,  families  and  communities.  Family  Opportunity 
Centers  intend  to  provide  “one-stop  shopping”  so  that  the  needs  of  Empowerment  zone 
residents  can  be  met  in  a  comprehensive  and  effective  manner.  This  RFI  is  seeking  to 
learn  about  current  services  in  the  Empowerment  Zone,  how  they  work  together,  and 
the  gaps  in  service.  Responses  to  this  RFI  will  lead  to  the  development  of  an  RFP  to 
implement  a  Family  Opportunity  Center  network  in  existing  agencies. 


The  RFI  is  available  upon  written  request  beginning  November  15,  2002.  The  due 

date  for  responses  is  Friday,  December  27,  2002  at  12  noon.  Late  responses  will 
not  be  accepted. 


Questions  or  requests  for  the  RFI  may  be  addressed  to 
Shirlev.Carrington.bci@ci.boston.ma.us 


For  more  information  about  Boston’s  Empowerment  Zone,  please  visit  our  website: 
www.BostonEZ.org 
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Affordable  Rental  Opportunity  Provided  By  Nuestra  Comunidad  Development 

Corporation 

Howard  Dacia  Homes,  Dorchester 
26  units  total  tt  26  fil^TU 

12  two-bedrooms  &  14  three-bedroom  units  12  14  fiHSAM67ll7t; 

Income  ranges  30%-60%  AMI  Ijft  AlS  30%-60%AMI 
Rent  is  30%  of  income  (Utilities  not  included.)  A67  30%  ( AfeSflR’) 


ft  Units 

Type  or  BR  Size 

Household  Size 

%  Income 

3 

2br 

2-4 

30% 

6 

2br 

2-4 

50% 

3 

2br 

3-6 

60 

6 

3br 

3-6 

50% 

8 

3br 

3-6 

60% 

Maximum  Income  per  Household  Size  SRMi^lUfA 


Size 

1 

2 

30% 

*50% 

60% 

17,800 

29,700 

35,640 

3 

20,000 

33,400 

40,080 

4 

22,250 

37,100 

44,520 

5 

24,050 

40,050 

48,060 

6 

25,800 

43,050 

51,660 

"‘Applicants  must  come  from  BHA  waiting  list  or  have  a  SectionS/MRVP  voucher. 

BHA  SectionS/MRVP  voucher. 

Application  Pick  up  Times  &  Location:  Nuestra  Properties,  391  Dudley  Street,  Roxbury,  MA 

ROXBURY 09 391  Dudley  009 NUESTRA 


December  2.  2002 


9:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 


December  3.  2002  —  December  6.  2002 


9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 


December  7.  2002 


9:00  a.m.  -  12  noon 


December  9.  2002  —  December  10,  2002 


9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 


Deadline  Day/Date/Time:  All  applications  must  be  into  Nuestra  Properties  by 
Tuesday,  December  17,  2002,  5:00 p.m. 

^mm±Bm.  2002  BMM-  AA s.-oo  Mjh  mwmmmWM nuestra  t2/Wi 

Section  8/MRVP  Voucher  holders  welcome  for  all  18  units.  Eight  (8)  project  based  section  8  units 
are  available  for  families  who  qualify  through  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  waiting  list. 
Households  needing  accessible  unit  have  preference  for  two  (2)  wheelchair  accessible  units. 

Selection  for  all  units  is  by  lottery. 

For  more  information  call  617-442-8472. 

TTD  call:  800-439-2370 
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Beach  St./Harrison  Ave.* 

4  ^  F4  1 7 1  Harrison  Ave.* 

44#ji.262  Harrison  Ave. 

;i.  A-tB4X^1^it't‘249  Harrison  Ave. 
7  It  A  1 1 20  Washington  St. 
AAfffi#  50  Herald  St. 
s  4'J^?.4t  710  Washington  St.* 
-frAt475  Kneeland  St. 
^444^-8  West  Oak  St. 

ft  484  T remont  St. 
r7 1*4*  Ik  ^  285  T remont  St. 

-2C5^ft  330  Tremont  St. 
t'  ^^6B4F^  120  Shawmut  Ave. 

A  'J'  ^  885  Washington  St.* 

1 4  f  ^  Aft  2  Boylston  St.* 
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34  Oxford  St. 

^)f^;f7i#18  Oxford  St. 
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775  Commonwealth  Ave. 
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3b^  Aii  E.  Squartum  St.* 

-22R^g.-ft  371  Hancock  St. 

Parking  lot  entrance* 
^A4''^7’A®4  It40  Washington  St. 
114Whitwell  St. 

550  Hancock  St. 

41  Billings  Rd. 

A 4  ■'4'  47  Weston  Ave. 

Mill! 


137  Brighton  Ave. 
STOP&  SHOP  Off  N.  Beacon  St. 

122  Harvard  Ave. 

1 4#4f-677  Cambridge  St. 


1&A44illtlf3l  Pleasant  St. 
"T^  1318  Beacon  St./Harvard  St.* 

m-mm. 

A>:iAfBxt-S437  Cherry  St. 
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‘P ®  1 83  California  St. 
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49  Lexington  St. 
1874  Mass  Ave. 
476  Canton  Ave. 
3  Salem  Square 
220  State  St. 


700  Mass  Ave. 
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Attorney  Nancy  J.  Harrington 
Attorney  Daniel  P.  Harrington. 
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*  Temporary  Work  Visas  (H-IB,  0-1,  L-1,R-1)  *  X  tt^^CH-lB.O-l,  L-1,R-1) 


We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
Managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick  ... 


♦  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

t  Labor  Certification  Applications 

♦  National  Interest  Waiver  Petitions 

♦  Outstanding  Researcher  Petitions 

♦  Intra-Company  Transeferee  Petitions 

♦  Religious  Worker  Petitions 

♦  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

♦  Deportation  Proceedings 


♦  A 

♦  f'ift- 

♦  #4-At#  A 

*'KA^4i- 


171  Milk  Street,  Suite  24 
Boston,  MA  02109 


(617)  482-3800 

E-mail:  Harrington-Lawla  Juno.Com 
WEB  SITE:  WWW.BOSTONIMMIGRATION.COM 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)  674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street,  Fall 

River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(978)  470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street, 

Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 

(978)  927-2055 

Tozer  Rd.,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza 

Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS* 

(617)472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 

ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 

(781)871-3049 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 

ADA.MS  VILLAGE 

(617)  328-6727 

725-735  Adams  Street, 

Dorchester 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(781)545-2233 

65  North  River  road,  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 

APARTMENTS 

(781)749-8677 

86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)  783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 

(508)  872-6393 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 

(617)  328-6727 

1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

RIVERVIEW  COMMONS 

(978)  685-0552 

Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 

(781)  233-8477 

63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY  COMMONS 

(508)  845-1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(781)331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508)  852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  Street 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 
(508)  875-8661 
46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 
WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST 

(781)335-4773 
74  E)onald  Street,  M2 1 
Weymouth 


CORCORAn 

MAnAGEMEMT 

COMRVnV 


